
The classical arts and opera companies are always looking for ways to engage general 

audiences in a way that breaks down the barriers of opera. What better way in Indianapolis is 

there for opera and the general public to come together than racing? The International world of 

motorsports and the international world of opera have been around for over 100 years and 

every May race fans from around the world take over the town, and we're hoping to bring some 

of that passion back during our production of Elixir of Love by Donizetti. 

 

Our production updates the setting of Donizetti's opera to the turn of the century in Lucca, Italy. 

The end of the 19th century going into the 20th brought many important advances in industry, 

but among some of the most important inventions was the automobile. By the 1910s - when our 

story is set - inventors began to standardize many design and safety concepts, and vehicles 

became a more common novelty. For absolute authenticity, the Indianapolis Motor Speedway 

Museum is helping to present an authentic 1910 Maxwell race car from this period on the stage 

of the Tarkington in Carmel. 

 

The car in our story has a dazzling effect on the townspeople in the more remote, Renaissance-

era town of Lucca, Italy. The chorus of towns folks are awestruck as a car is pushed in by a 

stranger from out of town. As the stranger, who is a racing hobbyist, begins to weave his tale to 

swindle the money out of the town, he boasts of how he has a miracle "Elixir" that can solve all 

of their problems (LOVE). The townspeople take the bait and buy out his entire stock of fake 

wine, ensuring he can buy enough fuel to return to his racing habit. 

 

Lucca shares another commonality with another Indianapolis fixture and racing legend: Mario 

Andretti. Mario and his family came to Lucca as refugees at the conclusion to World War II, 

before later moving to the United States. It is in Lucca where Mario was introduced to 

racing  and opera, which became apart of his historic journey of becoming one of the 

Indianapolis 500's most legendary winners. 

 

Whether it's racing or Italian culture or love or comedy, our production of Elixir of Love has 

something for everyone. More importantly, it ties into the community that we love here and pays 

homage to one of the great racing legends in our city. It will be sung in Italian with projected 

English supertitles, and presented at the Tarkington Theatre in Carmel, Indiana. 


