


The Indianapolis Opera (IO) is experiencing a renaissance. Following a comprehensive organizational 

assessment in 2014, which worked to understand our community’s evolving needs and examined artistic 

and administrative operations, the company restructured and relaunched in 2015.  

The new IO is a vibrant and nimble organization with strong and stable leadership, actively serving 

diverse Central Indiana audiences through mainstage operatic productions, concerts and recitals, and 

educational programs. A right-sized business model and strong, consistent leadership accompany the 

new artistic approach, delivering unique and compelling opera experiences on a sustainable budget. 

The result is consistently strong reviews; an expanding base of patrons, subscribers, and donors; and four 

consecutive years of modest operating surpluses.

Also reflective of this upward trajectory is the successful redevelopment of the Basile Opera Center (BOC), 

which has served as a hub of education, outreach, artistry and collaboration since 2009. Located at 

40th and Pennsylvania Streets in Indianapolis, it serves the neighborhood, city, and region from the 

historic and beloved former campus of the Greek Orthodox Church, once home to Greek Fest and other 

community-wide celebrations.

Imagine…
A cultural center and community gathering space, accessible to the entire city, right in the  

heart of  Midtown Indianapolis.

An educational hub, inspiring students of every age, from every background, and all ability 

levels in the power of the human voice. 

A flexible performance, event, and rehearsal space; an artistic destination for collaboration and  

artistry; and a permanent home for one of America’s longest-serving regional opera companies.

Frank and Katrina Basile
Honorary Co-Chairs

Arnie Hanish
Co-Chair

Matt Mindrum
Co-Chair

Dear Music and Art Lovers,

Despite the challenges going on in the world at this time, Indianapolis Opera wanted to take advantage 

of this once-in-a-lifetime ownership opportunity.  Therefore, we are proceeding with this campaign 

to raise the funds to permanently secure the Basile Opera Center as a home for the opera as well as 

an art, culture and community center in the heart of Midtown Indy. We ask that you read through this 

brochure for the details.  Thank you for your past support of opera in particular and art and culture in 

general and for considering a contribution to this campaign.  

Kind regards, 

Frank and Katrina Basile

Future Exterior Rendering

Frank & Katrina

Campaign Cabinet Members: 

Mrs. Claudette Einhorn

Mrs. Bonnie Reilly

Mr. Mike Schultz

Mr. Garry Fredericksen

Mrs. Patti Curran 

Mr. Anthony Najem

Mr. William Garvey 

Mr. David Craig Starkey
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Background



The Basile Opera Center in 2021: 
Turning Imagination into Reality
Through the generosity of Frank and Katrina Basile, property owner Bill Oesterle, Tom and Bonnie Reilly, 

and many other friends of the Opera and Midtown community, the BOC has served as the rented  

home of Indianapolis Opera for nearly a decade and has enjoyed nearly $1 million of investment  

during that time. 

Now, the Indianapolis Opera is presented with a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to affirm and expand  

its commitment to Central Indiana audiences and partners by securing the Basile Opera Center as a  

permanent and sustainable part of IO’s future.

A reimagined home for arts, culture, and community, the new BOC will become a hub of activity in the 

heart of Midtown Indy. It will bring under one roof flexible rehearsal, performance, and event spaces, 

alongside classroom, studio, and administrative facilities. Beyond serving as the permanent home of  

the Indianapolis Opera, the Basile Opera Center will welcome partners, collaborators, and other cultural 

and community organizations to make use of the Center’s resources and to contribute to its vibrant and 

inviting atmosphere.

The Indianapolis Opera is seeking new partners for a transformative capital project through one-time 

and multi-year philanthropic investments from individual, corporate, and foundation partners. This 

$4 million fundraising initiative will create a cultural center in Midtown Indianapolis for the entire 

community’s benefit.

Future Floor Plan
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Basile Opera Center 
Performance Hall



TODAY
Our nationally recognized Indianapolis Opera  

Resident Artists Program reaches 30,000  

children and adults statewide each year, with 

additional performances in Michigan, Illinois, and 

Kentucky. 

TOMORROW
We will grow partnerships and opportunities.  

The prolonged study of music helps produce  

thoughtful and ambitious future citizens for our  

city, region, and state and the Center will be an 

educational hub, with additional classrooms, 

rehearsal and studio space, and a dedicated,  

permanent home for the Resident Artists Program.

A Center for Education and Outreach 

Indianapolis Opera boasts an impactful educational program, unparalleled in size and scope among 

peer companies. 

Beyond the obvious benefits of performing better on standardized math and science tests, young people 

who are involved in music generally have lower truancy rates, higher graduation rates, are less prone to 

substance abuse, and are more goal-oriented, focused, and disciplined. 
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Vocal Arts Institute
Photo by Roger Manning

Angela Brown 
Master Class

Photo by Roger Manning

The Tails of Cats and Mice
Photo by Roger Manning



A Cultural Incubator and 
Performance Laboratory
The Basile Opera Center is an asset for the entire community, with year-round activity, performances,  

meetings, and classes – a creative home for collaboration, where diverse cultural organizations work 

together and create multi-disciplinary performances, exhibitions, and artistic happenings. 

TODAY 
The BOC serves as an emerging hub for arts  

and cultural activity in Midtown, and counts the  

Indianapolis Symphonic Choir, Indianapolis  

Movement Arts Collective, and Indiana Music  

Education Association among its resident  

organizations. 

TOMORROW
The Center will continue to serve as a community 

gathering space, available throughout the year 

to cultural and community organizations, 

complementing emerging community spaces 

and amenities such as Tarkington Park and the 

Red Line at the 38th and Meridian node, and 

providing much-needed office, rehearsal, event, 

and performance space to the Indianapolis 

cultural community.
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Community partners who utilize space 
at Basile Opera Center: 

• Classical Music Indy
• Genesis African American Theater
• Indiana Music Education Association (IMEA)* 
• Indianapolis Arts Council
• Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra * 
• Indianapolis Consourtium of Arts Adminstrators
• Indianapolis Men’s Choir * 
• Indianapolis Movement Arts Collaborative (IMAC) *
• Indianapolis Public Schools
• Indianapolis Symphonic Choir *   
• Indy Black Expo
• Meridian Kessler Neighborhood Association
• Midtown Indy, Inc
• Pride of Indy Bands
• Shortridge High School 
• The Angela Brown Vocal Studio* 
• Weddings, Graduations, Birthday Parties

* Resident Organizations

Chorus Concert
Photo by Denis Ryan Kelly Jr

Don Giovanni Rehearsal
Photo by Roger Manning



TODAY
The BOC is the home of the Opera and its world-class 

artists, helping to teach, mentor, and lead the cultural 

growth of Indianapolis, our state and region. 

TOMORROW 
The Center will feature a flexible performance space  

for concerts, recitals, lectures, films, and exhibitions.  

The space will be available to the arts and cultural  

community in Indianapolis as a venue for performance 

and rehearsal, expanding our city’s cultural amenities.

This project will ensure that the legacy and 

architecture of the Basile Opera Center will be 

retained in Historic Washington Park, ensuring  

its continued use by neighbors and friends who 

participate in events and enjoy the two-acre grounds. 

Beyond its artistic and cultural offerings, many of our 

Midtown community members use the property as  

communal space for dog-walking, connecting with 

friends, and learning to ride bicycles on the campus.

South Pacific
Photo by Denis Ryan Kelly Jr

Camelot
Photo by Denis Ryan Kelly Jr

La Bohème
Photo by Denis Ryan Kelly Jr

Elixir Of Love
Photo by Denis Ryan Kelly Jr

A Home for Opera in Indiana
Indianapolis is blessed with many great arts organizations and the Indianapolis Opera is honored to have 

been a part of the city’s rich, cultural fabric for over 45 years. 

As Indiana’s only professional opera company, the Opera is uniquely equipped to bring the passion, 

excitement, and art of opera to the community as it marches toward its 50th anniversary.
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The Basile Opera Center in 2021:
An Invitation
Indianapolis is unique for its extraordinary public-private partnerships, its vibrant and growing arts and 

cultural scene, and its reputation for innovative thinkers, well-run businesses, and a growing creative class. 

Similar projects commonly exceed $10M, but true to our new business mode l, the Indianapolis Opera has 

developed a more responsible course.  Your partnership in this $4,000,000 initiative is an investment in  

a relevant and thriving Indianapolis Opera and the broader cultural landscape, committed to reaching 

every part of the diverse Midtown, Indianapolis, and Central Indiana community today, tomorrow, and  

for decades to come.

We invite you to consider an investment in this transformational initiative for the Indianapolis Opera. 

We welcome one-time gifts, as well as multi-year pledges to be paid between 2020 and 2022. 

Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to working 
with you to turn this vision into reality.  

Financial Support and Project Timeline
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NEWFIELDS

With the new Basile Opera Center, the Indianapolis Opera is positioned for its next era of service, artistry, 

and opportunity. The Basile Opera Center helps position our city and region for the next decade of cultural 

transformation. While there is renewed urgency to commit to a purchase in 2020 in order to preserve the 

campus, this proposed initiative is the culmination of ten years of planning and institutional growth. 

IN-KIND
$500,000

PURCHASE 
$1,000,000

IMPROVEMENTS 
$1,000,000

Funds already Pleadged to date - $200,000
Financial Goal to be Completed by December 2022

Create a fully-funded operating endowment to 
support the long-term maintenance and sustainability 
of the Basile Opera Center campus, as recommended 

by the Indianapolis Opera Foundation Board.

ENDOWMENT 
$1,500,000

Financial Goal Completed - November 2020
Closing expected 1st Quarter 2021

Purchase the Basile Opera Center building.

Financial Goal Completed - November 2020
Improvements to be Completed - December 2021

Complete necessary improvements and 
enhancements to the Basile Opera Center, 

consistent with May 2020 assessment and planning 
recommendations by Browning Day Architects

Completion Goal- December 2022

Gift Received - September 2020
Property and building owner, Bill Osterle, 

gifted the in-kind value of $500,000 for the 
Indianapolis Opera company purchase.
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HONORARY BOARD
Mr. Frank Basile

Mrs. Katrina Basile
Mr. John Bradburn
Ms. Angela Brown
Mr. Mark Chestnut

Mrs. Patricia Curran
Mr. Robert Driver

Mrs. Phyllis Feigenbaum
Mr. Garry Fredericksen

Mr. William Garvey
Ms. Julie Griffith

Mr. Edward Hartigan 
Mrs. Louise Hartigan

Mrs. Barbara Hayford
Mr. Jeffrey O. Lewis 
Dr. Ora H. Pescovitz
Mrs. Bonnie Reilly
Mrs. Ruth Vignati
Ms. Judy Woods
Dr. Douglas Zipes

4011 N. Pennsylvania Street 46205
317-283-3531 •indyopera.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President  -  Mr. Matt Mindrum

Executive Vice-President  -  Mr. Michael Schultz
Vice-President  -  Ms. Nancy Thompson

Vice-President  -  Mr. Kevin Deford
Treasurer  -  Ms. Stephanie Shaw

Assistant Treasurer  -  Mr. Arnold Hanish
Secretary  -  Mr. Alan Goldstein

Mrs. Janet Arnold
Mrs. Sara Coleman

Mrs. Claudette Einhorn
Mr. Rob Ellinger

Mrs. Jessica Feigenbaum
Mr. Jamie Gibbs
Mrs. Muffi James

Dr. Robert Manges
Dr. Tameka Moore

Mr. Robert Paz
Mr. Stephen Reynolds

Mrs. Jackie Salmon
Mrs. Kimann Schultz

Ms. Silvana Martini Schuster
Ms. Betsy Smith
Mr. Robert Smith
Mr. Ponce Tidwell

INDY OPERA FUNDERS

The Nicholas H. Noyes, Jr., 
Memorial Foundation

H E R B E R T  S I M O N
F A M I L Y  F O U N D A T I O N

C h r i s t e l
DeHaan Family
F o u n d a t i o n
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INDY OPERA SPONSORS

JK Bradburn & Associates & Searles Akers
Wealth Management Group


